
For Ottawa County Sheriff's 
Department medical personnel 
and Life Ambulance staff, 
medical rescue is nearly an 
everyday occurrence.!!
But people working at local 
businesses never expect to be 
involved in a rescue. Still, some 
prepare for it, and for those at 
Grand Rapids Auto Auction in 
Jenison, preparation paid off.!!
Dale Hoekwater, 74, of Jenison, is a 
driver for Grand Rapids Auto Auction, 
2380 Port Sheldon Court. At about 
noon on Nov. 11, Hoekwater had just 
finished his lunch and was about to 
dispose of his lunch bag "when 
everything went black," he said. Two 
other employees, Carl Perry and Bob DeLeeuw, were at the table and saw Hoekwater 
fall back in the chair, apparently asleep. Perry and DeLeeuw jokingly asked Hoekwater 
if he had slept the night before, but almost immediately recognized the problem as 
cardiac arrest and began CPR. Office workers Erica Kompier, Deb Dotson, and Laura 
Erickson grabbed an automated external defibrillator (AED) and used it to restart 
Hoekwater's heart. Jodie Plaunp called 911, and the Ottawa County Sheriff's 
Department E-Unit was dispatched to the scene, arriving in three minutes.!!
Hoekwater said, "I knew nothing until I heard the siren and the roaring of the 
ambulance, and heard (EMT) Hatch saying, 'Stay with us, you're going to make it.'" 
However, there had been a lot of activity on his behalf.!!
E-Unit Deputy Daniel Fetkenhour quickly stabilized the patient by hooking him up to his 
heart monitor and establishing a positive airway, according to the report by Sgt. Jeff 
Steigenga. Stegeinga and Deputy Jeff Jones arrived a short time later and assisted 
Fetkenhour. Steigenga took over the airway by utilizing oxygen and a bag valve mask 
and Jones and Fetkenhour started an I.V. to give the patient the proper medications. 
Life Ambulance arrived to transport Hoekwater to the hospital.!!
"A couple weeks ago, Sgt. Stegeinga came by and said he just wanted to see 'the 
miracle man,'" Hoekwater said. "He told me one-tenth of one percent of people who 
have what I had make it through; the rest don't. God's got a plan for me. He's not done 
with me yet. God put the right people in the right place at the right time. It puts a whole 
new meaning on life."!!

The American Heart Association Life Saving Award 
recognized those involved in a recent heart attack rescue. 
From left are victim of Dale Hoekwater, of Jenison; LIFE 
paramedic Patrick Hatch, Dep. Jeff Jones (in back), Dep. 
Daniel Fetkenhour, LIFE EMT Ric Bremer, qnd Grand 
Rapids Auto Auction employees Erica Kompier , Jodie 
Plaunp , Barb Taggart (in back), Emily Capel, Laura Ericson, 
and Deb Dotson.

Award honors employees, police who 
saved Jenison man's life
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Hoekwater had had cardiomyopathy for about 15 years ago, but had no symptoms. He 
feels well now, but he will be off work for about four more months. He also had had a 
pacemaker-defibrillator implanted.!!
Employees at Grand Rapids Auto Auction had been trained and certified in CPR and 
AED use in June. The business has since purchased two more AEDs. Training for CPR 
and AED use is optional at the business, but 20 employees have decided to be certified.!!
After every use, the AED must be serviced and batteries replaced. Employees returned 
the device to supplier Heartbeat, LLC. The company in turn notified the American Heart 
Association of the incident and outcome, and the American Heart Association bestowed 
their Live Saving Award on those involved in a public ceremony at the Jan. 12 meeting 
of the Georgetown Township Board.!!
"Mr. Hoekwater would not be alive today if it were not for the trained employees at the 
Auto Auction and the advanced life support he received from the Sheriff's Office/
Georgetown E-unit," said Steigenga.
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